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8. The State of Florida and its 67 political subdivisions are immune from ad

valorem taxes. See Dickinson v. City of Tallahassee, 325 So.2d 1 (Fla. 1975); Park-n-

Shop, Inc. v. Sparkman, 99 So.2d 571 (Fla. 1958); Andrews v. Pal-Mar Water Control

District Dept. of Revenue, 388 So.2d 4 (Fla 4th DCA 1980); Orange County Florida v.

Florida Dept. of Revenue, 605 So.2d 1333 (Fla. 5th DCA 1992); Greater Orlando Aviation
Authority v. Crotty, 775 So.2d 978 (Fila. 5th DCA 2000); Sun ‘N _Lake of Sebring

Improvement District v. Mclntyre, 800 So.2d 715 (Fla. 2d DCA 2001).

9. The Consolidated City of Jacksonville, as one of the 67 political subdivisions,
expressly pursuant to the Florida Constitution, is immune from ad valorem taxes. In
Advisory Opinion No. 83-05, Jacksonville's General Counsel's Office determined that real
property owned by the Consolidated City of Jacksonville was immune from taxation to the
same extent that the other 66 political subdivisions in Florida are immune.

10.  The Duval County Property Appraiser has classified the “Property Use” of
property owned by the JPA at Blount Island as that of the County. See Plaintiffs’ exhibit
11. Of course, Duval County does not own expressly own the Blount Island property.
Duval County transferred ownership of Blount Island to the JPA in connection with the JPA
enabling act (Chapter 63-147). Therefore, by classifying the “Property Use” as “County”,
the Property Appraiser implicitly recognizes that the JPA is an agency of the Consolidated
Government. Consistent with Advisory Opinion No. 93-05, such property is immune from
ad valorem taxation.

11. However, the Property Appraiser has assessed ad valorem taxes on property
owned by the JPA that is leased to private for-profit businesses. This is improper because

property owned by a county that is leased to private for-profit businesses is immune from




' 0656 Page 1337
ad valorem taxation. Book 1 8

12.  In addition to a political subdivision being immune from ad valorem taxes, so
too are the agencies of a political subdivision. Therefore, the JPA, as an agency of the
consolidated government, is immune from ad vaiorem taxes.

13.  The JPAis an agency of the consolidated government because the Charter
explicitly defines it as an “independent agency.” See Section 18.07(d) of the Charter
(emphasis added).

14.  The JPA is an agency of the consolidated government because the JPA is
required to use, and be bound by decisions of the General Counsel's Office. See Sections
7.104 and 7.201 of the Charter.'

15.  The JPAis an agency of the consolidated government because the JPA is
subject to the budgetary and auditing control of the City Council. See Sections 14.01,
14.02, 5.09, 5.10 and 5.11 of the Charter; See Articles V (§§5 and 9) of Part B of the
Charter, Related Laws.

Based upon the foregoing, it is
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:

(a)  this Court has jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter of this action;

{b)  the express provisions found within the four corners of the Plaintiffs’ lease

' In 1969, the General Counsel issued an opinion regarding the problems that
existed prior to, and lead to the creation of, the consolidated government. One problem
prior to consolidation was the constant disputes between government agents and
officers which often lead to litigation, with taxpayers paying the bili. See Legal Division
Advisory Opinion No. 69-64 (“Single Government”). The consolidated government
rectified the problem by creating a General Counsel and requiring that agencies, like
the JPA, use the General Counsel's Office and be bound by its opinions.




Book 10656 Page 1338

agreements are unenforceable in so far as the JPA seeks to pass on a
charge for ad valorem taxes since 1998;

(c} DAS is entitled to a refund of $112,844.99 from the JPA, for which let
execution issue;

(d)  Sea Star is entitled to a refund of $19,807.97 from the JPA, for which let
execution issue;

(e)  this Court retains jurisdiction pursuant to §86.011 to provide such other and
supplemental relief as may be proper and necessary, upon further notice and
hearing thereon.

DONE AND ORDERED in chambers in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida this

_ O dayot el 2002
in % 9 ﬁ/u,

Circuit ﬁourﬁ Jddga(} E
Copies to: i

William G. Cooper, Esq.
Michael J. Goldsberry, Esq.
Lamar Winegeart, Esq.
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BoLp Crty TiTLE AND ABsTRACT CoO.

Compilete Title Services

" 415 East Monroe Street

Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Telephone: 353-4545

May 2, 1985

Louis E. Black, Assistant Counsel
City of Jacksonville

Office of General Counsel

1300 City Hall

Jacksanville,

RE:

Florida 32202

official Records Book 2999 page 676 Parcel 1/
Exception recorded in Official Records Book 3223
page 911

BCT#30841-A (Herlong Adrport)

Dear Mr. Black:

We have searched the current public records of Duval County, Florida to
April 17, 1985 at 5:00 PM on the above referenced property and find the

following:

Last Grantee

of Record on Fee Title: JACKSONVILILE PORT AUTHORITY

Taxes paid to 1984. (RE£3029-000-Jax Port Authority)

Subject to:
1.

II.

(RE#9029-0100-General Aviation, Inc.)

Any unrecorded leases, if any.

lease to Herlong Aviation, Inc. dated Auncust 21, 1968 and
assigmment of lease dated October 10, 1966.

a. Financing Statarent as recorded in Officdal Records Book 4294
page 666.

'b. 1) Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4236

page 806 and rerecorded in Official Records Bock 4236
page 1195. :

2) Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4339

. page 247, .

3) Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Bock 4384
page 116 and rerecorded in Official Records Bock 4385 page 772.

4) TFinal Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4396
page 86.

5) Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4336
page B87.

6) Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4396
page 1064.

7) “Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4398
page 829 and rerecorded in Official Records Book 4399 page 238.

8) State of Florida, Department of Revenue, Warrant recorded in
Official Records Book 4435 page 1005,

9) Final Judgement as recorded in Official Records Book 4625
page 511,

10) Federal Tax Lién as recorded in Dfficial Records Book 50\38
page 625. '

¢. Bankruptcy on Herlong Aviation, Tne., dated June 6, 1977 in 77-654.

(Continued on page #2)
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III.

IX.

Com;;lete Title Services
415 East Monroe Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Telephone: 353-4545

Morgage as recorded in Official Records Book 3719 page 504

Deed of Release as recorded in Official Records Book 3139
page 178 and acknowledgement as recorded in Official Records
Book 3178 page 604.

Deed of Release as recorded in Official Records Book 3223
page 908.

Any interest of Clara Benson under Quit Claims Deed in Deeds
Book 1659 pace 138, and recorded in Official Records Book 167
page 266.

Grazing rights to Joe H., Mobley & Sons,‘ Inc. on month~to-month
basis.

Grazing rights to Wrights Clay County Farms, Inc. on month—to-month
basis.

Revocable permit to American Telephone & Telegraph Comparny,
dated November 29, 1966.

If we could be of further assistance,.please’do not hesitate to call.

BTS:gr
Enclosures

Sincerely,

John, Jr.
Vice President





